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Great Ukrainian propaganda; the Slovak minority in
Hungary has also been greatly increased up to nearly
half a million, while Hungary's German minority has
received a number of over-excited recruits in the
Slovak and Ruthene towns. The extended Hungary
of to-day is certainly more formidable in appearance,
and the Budapest wireless has been eloquent about
the return of the Ruthene brothers and the autonomy
they will receive. Ruthenian autonomy, however,
has shown no signs of materializing for the present,1
and it would be contrary to the whole Magyar
tradition that it should do so. Germany has had
triumphant experience in using the self-determination
cry as a disintegrating instrument; it may be only too
satisfactory to let Hungary conquer various territories
and load herself up with minorities, and then to bring
about her disintegration and swallow her piece by
piece.
There was a good deal to be said for the old cultural
imperialism of the Magyars. They regarded them-
selves as a race born to rule and to civilize, and they
therefore expected to assimilate their non-Magyar
subjects; as Mr. Macartney has made clear,2 they
successfully attracted many converts, and once a
German or Slovak or Roumanian had accepted
Magyarization there was little discrimination against
him. Unfortunately for Hungary these conceptions
conflicted increasingly with the nationalistic ideas of
the nineteenth century, as these ideas gradually,
1  At the time of the Hungarian elections the Government nominated
deputies to represent the Slovak and Ruthene territories acquired by Hungary
in 1938 and 1939.
2  See C. A. Macartney, Hungary and Her Successors.   Oxford University
Press, 1937.